rs 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


OF THE . + 


« -. 

oe = . 

oy eee ce ; 

2 Sie Se FOR 
Se . ry 


$8 x, Bo. 5 


Lf - fm Pe Re phe 
s ¢ THE YEAR ENDING : 


* el 


ge tre s 


March 31, 1864. 


BOSTON: | 
_» J. M. HEWES, PRINTER, 81 CORNHILL. 
1864. 


ot 2.5 


a ' 
e* 
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OF 4 ; i 
THE TOWN OF WESTON, 
1864. 
Uy 9 
7 ee 
ALONZO 8. FISKE, INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR. 
HORACE HEWS. . 


Overseers of the Poor, 


ALONZO S. FISKE, EDWARD COBURN, 
MARSHALL CUTTING. 


School Committee, 


CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, 2 years, © EDWIN HOBBS, 1 year, 
ISAAC COBURN, 38 years. | 
Library Committee, 


BENJAMIN F. MORRISON, CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, 
NAHUM SMITH. 


Librarian, — 


JOIN COBURN. 


¥ ees 
Assessors, 
ALONZO §. FISKE, ABIJAH COBURN, 
EDWIN HOBBS. 
Town Clerk, 


».. GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 
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4 .“s re THE TOWN OF WESTON. ‘3 
3 Treasurer and Collector, 
= * HORACE HEWS. 
a ¢ 7 ‘s . Constables, 
“HORACE HEWS, GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 
ij . iia Ne a. tl a 
F NOe ; Surveyors of | Highways, » o* 
pt? + & 
MARSHALL S. UPHAM, District No. 1. 
* EDWARD E. BROWN, as a 
ELI E. BEMIS, ~* | ee eae 
an ‘ALONZO S. FISKE, es 3 
* SAMUEL F. CLARKE, ae 
~ Tasty 
+. * Measurers of Wood and Bark, 
GEORGE W. CUTTING : i be 
, a ’ > District No. 1. 
EDWIN HOBBS, et ee 
ISAAC H. JONES, cee > 
GEORGE W. DUNN, i saa 
GEORGE GARFIELD, ya. Coy 
WILLIAM H. FLOYD, 
GEORGE B. CUTTER, a ei, 
SAMUEL F. CLARK, 5 a 
Surveyors of Lumber, 
GEORGE GARFIELD, GEORGE W. CUTTING. 


Fenee Viewers, 


NATHAN BARKER, ALONZO S) 
EDWIN HOBBS. © 
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- © creased only about $300, in addition to the payment of the inter- | 
est on the whole debt and the current expenses, the Treasurer has” 
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4 : é 7 : A . OF THE % “tes , : 
* SELECTMEN OF WESTON, 


tee Bae “* . «* 
by P r 


ge 3. ~ * 
Tue Selectmen of the town of Weston for the year ending _ 
‘= 


March 7th, 1864, submit the following Report. 8 =. 

At the Annual Meeting.in April last, by vote, the town in- 
structed the Selectmen to incorporate in their report, to be made in 
March in each year, an estimate of the sum required to meet the 
current expenses of the town for the ensuing year. In accord- 
ance with that vote, an estimate has been prepared. But let us 
first glance at the financial condition of the town. It is gratifying 
to be able to state that while the permanent debt has been de- 


“paid on State and United States account over $1,300, all of 

which, in due course, will be returned to the Treasury. The 

debt at a present time consists of $8,450 in scrip, with coupons 
hed, payable May Ist, 1873 See 500 payable Sept. 5th, 

nd $1,000 payable August 4th, 1865, all at 5 per cent. ; 

; ers now in the service, and 81, 300 the Library. 


Pe at. 5 ONE the whol bie $14, 450.- ee 


iS thet rolifie cause of so much Medals and th the present 
unsettled ste cto currency, we find it impossible to estimate 
the expens sing oj with any degree of certainty. But 
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Pnge et : 
~~ we would recommend a grant of $5,700, to meet the expenses. ’ 
| of the town the ensuing year, and that the above sum be appro- 


a priated as follows, Viz) :— a a ee Z 
‘i ~ * Bor Schools, : : } : : ; : $1,700 00 : 
mS Highways, ey a ¢ 1,000 00 v 
“Mo be divided between the Districts proportionally. aS ‘ 
° last year, vi viZea—— ° ae, 
et Ho District No. 1, 241 per cent., making .. 242 50 ne 
" £ mt conse a 6 6 *. 210 00" te » 
66 6 & a) <<ch e e ee 
% — Mic i 182 Gc co be a 
66 cc MRM as ~ 6 “c 87 50 
ve : 66 66 he et tos 66 66 “ a 
| For] bridges and extra repairs on roads, : : “200 00 
* © interest on debi," Ra) ale AO aera 
“ ‘Support of poor, .5 see : . : 600 00 
‘¢ repairs on town building i ‘ibn 5 5 200 00 / 
‘¢ incidental expenses, « *. . : of 200 00 
ery, oe sl ; : 3 : E ‘ 50 00 
% ‘¢ town officers, Aste : : , 500 00 
ge discount on taxes, rig A 4 : : 000 00 
| . ; 
| $5,700 a9 r 
* a 


‘We would also recommend that the sum of $550, with som 
. thing we hope saved from the above estimate, be appropriated for 
the payment of the debt when it shall fall due; making, in all, 
for current expenses and the extinguishment of the town debt, the 
same sum as was raised last year, viz., $6,250 00. 4 9 |. 
ur ee aie and must be, large for years to come, yet when 
e ar tarily taxing themselves, as the. “past sea- 
to an tee mt oa ne half their last year’ s assessment, 


for brie ten placing men in the service of their 


x ~ countr ut feel that they will bear the burden of taxa- 
© — tion for necessary expenditures with cheerfulness and with grati- 
oN tude to an overruling Providence, which has thus far preserved 


ee CU » * a 
-. - | nc erat 
’ Qhe loyal States in an unexampled degree of rot rhe , is J 
5 of Sears an their territory from the march of contendi ies, - sw ‘ 


| the devastation and misery attending their course, and | oe 
signal success to our armies in the ld during. 


h " 5) 5S : a 4 Ray . 
4 rs @ exacts sks our financial affairs, e ino Hagan of of exe ‘ 
: | enditure ‘the past year, you are r referred to the. snus ‘y 


ae Pua hpe , _ 
"Respect submitted by . wo, 
. ie 
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. ALONZ0O"S, FISKE, % Y Selectmen © 4 
INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR.$ — of 
. HORACE HEWS, en ee eet 
ee sui te R ! , , 
Si GEN. 
x me 


&\% 


' = —~- ~éF# > 7 i 
: ' e ‘. P 
s ? 3 . . 7 *. 
* ° - . : 
be ts - r 2 > ; 
> ” io Ss - 
a. —@ : : 
: : ° : 
. ” ‘ sa id a . Tad g; 4 q 
7. a - “ he # 
. ve. 1% 
: 4 - At ark | . « 
*, vis Ge t ¥ 
‘ * Paige 
‘. * a8 x >.” 
=... 4 a ay + 
* ms TREASURER S REPORT, we ag 
ee Se 7 
onq ve dhe aw 
> > * 
‘ . Tan rescued! Treasurer of Weston, herewith submit: is” 
4 ae of eke id Expenditures for the year ending this day. 
" ~ ; Horace Haws. 
Weston, Mia oe, 15, 1864. ’ 
; RECEIPTS. . 
Balance in the Treasury, March 31, 1863, $237 09 
Peter Renton, for land deeded to him by the TOM 5 00 
Sundry persons, tax omitted, . 8 53 
Harvard Bank, interest on deposit, 6 24 
Burial lots, , 2 00 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, ea 6 85 
Nathan H Town Clerk, dog licenses, 23 00 
Rent of Tow "Hall, ; ; : 31 25 
_ Accrued interest on bonds sold, 380 96 
State of Massachusetts, School Fund, : 47 77 
* ic Sa H in adjustment of bounties re- , 
funded, . 436 94 site 
wu “State Aid refunded, ay 48 + eR 
~ Town of Waltham, pee ge refunded, 100 00 ‘ ad 
Town bonds sold, : 8,450 00 x ‘ ran 
Temporary loan, 300 00 ay 
" Simeon W. Brown, Tax Receipts, : 20 80 
Horace Hews, Collector, Tax Receipts, 1862, 336 51 
we « “ 186: 9,521 39 


Public schools 
- Support of the p poor, 

_ Repair of highways, i 
Bridges, and extra repairs on roads, 
Repairs of town uildings, 
Appropriation f library, ; 
Volunteers and their families, ©. 
Loans and interest, ' 


Amount carried forward, 


’ 


$19,971 81 


$14,378 15 


: * * «pf 
om Am t brought $1437815 2 & 
Incider Ebene we oa © "364.58 
e vices of town officers, . . ° : ; we 487 41 
‘ Paid a ae ae - « el, He Mi nates 
State . ‘ Z «| a ae ~ 2,712 00° ~. 
“County Lge ee ee ee 
Discount on taxes, ‘ 7 ; : : ; 489 36 «. 
Abatement of taxes, . : : : iia ts 280 87 | Xo , 
A Palande on hand, 2 N 7 7 ‘ < ith 59 66." betas I, wae ag 
“n =, $19) 71 y # 
*, 
Irems of Expenditure under the several heads. ia iso 
re ‘ - 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. if he 
Paid School Committee, “Mie? airedes eta eee a make @e 
[For items of Expenditure, see Report of School Committee.]} 
Appropriation, : : : « $1,700 00 » 
Pen@ee Pend, Mek Ne AT 77 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid to Overseers of the Poor, .  . " : : : $711 84 
- [For items of Expenditure, see Report of Qverstena of Poor. J ie 
Appropriation, . .  . $600 00 res 
Additional do., Pil ete * 111 84 
s ¥ , , 
| REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 
ister L. Uphittth) District Not,). . «$205 00 
uther 8. Upham, " : ; 166 07 © 
, Eli Beane a 66 7 - 4 4 61 79 
Alonzo S. Fiske, oe) ae? 160 00 
Stephen Seaverns, = Say a4 : : 156 50 
Samuel F. Clark, 2. 5 Pe ae : : 80 00 . 
$829 360 
Appropriation, . . «. «- $800 00 
Additional do., : 29 36 
BRIDGES AND EXTRA REPAIRS ON ROADS. 
Increase Leadbetter, Jr., for repairing road near 
the Weston Cottage, P ‘ $29 70 
Horace Hews, for culvert and grading road near Reese 
burying ground, Im er ; 23 30 
me $53,00 


Appropriation, . . ae $100 00 
Balance unexpended, .. F 47 00 


a 


i 
+ 


*. © ° 
€ 6" 
8 is 
‘“s Si 4 
; e $449 


REPAIRS io TOWN SF EERE AR, GENERAL aS 4 


School somite: ae and purchases, 7 $18 00° te 


Crosby & mes for ink and ons, e; ; 5 90 
eth aL Ross, fi a ad em a : 3 50 a,” 
M. C. Warren, ih line, Z ; : 46 «4 ™ +" 
Emptying vault and efpatiing school-room, 4 3 3 50 al 
_J.M. Hewes, for printing report cards, : ; 3 40 ," 8 
“Wm. G. ‘Shattuck. for chairs, and repairing settees, 8 75 wer 
Calvin H. Topliff, repairs on pump, wae Gs % 
window cord, books, &e., . j 18 02 
Royal Gilkey, sheathing for hearse-house, ; 8 67 
Fitz. A. Robinson, labor on hearse-house and re- 
pairing fence, . ¥ : F 4 : 5 60 
Luther F uller, relaying wall, 1 75 
Alonzo S. Fiske, for stone posts, and for grading 
around town-house, . ; : ; : 43 00 
Theodore Jones, for gravel, . . 4 41 os, 
Horace Hews, for labor and material for fence, : 54 95 
James Keyes, lamps for town-hall, : : og! BSR 
Alonzo S. Fiske, wood for town-hall, : ; & 17 25 
George W. Cutting & Son, sundries for town-house 
and school houses, , : : 72.95 
George W. alee stove for High School, ' 3 46 00 
$335 98 
” Appropri tion, Cote err, 8150 00 
iss ? ae i a 185 98 
ey, ~ Pe ABR ARY. 
& ra : = “*« 
For the Weston Tot ibrary, AS : : ; x * $50 00 
ae 1. 
? . SNe ry i nS . $50 00 . 
Be ve. , _ (VoutNrenns AND THEIR FAMILIES. cae 
State aid,  : ep ; : - $997 68 , ' 
Special aes J 


| 30sn eae 
Calvin H. Topliff, for E. Pe ee and 


ag transpor ting the body of Edmond L. Cutter, for 


assistance rendered Daniel Robinson, and exam- 

ination in prospect of recovering the body of - 

James N. Fairchild, killed at Port Hudson, ; 86 90 

$1,114 58 


es ale EXPENSES. 


James S. Draper, for ene: and oe of dag 

vate way, . - ~ $6 00 
Josiah Hastings, printing dos notices, : . 2 00 
Library Committee, expenses in purchasing ta . 


books, : oe 
J. M. Hewes, for printing Annual Reports a cer: 
tificate of Town Scrip, ; 


4 00 


Amount carried format ut $84 80 


a a er 


4 SS 


he 


Z i 4 
° * 
- » * ™ "¥ id ° 
- : ‘ 
a ¥ > 
oe. ti,0 . 
: | ase 80 é 
7 
Paros H. Topliff, for advertising es ee tae . 
relation to High School tes ding sh . 8 55 
Charles Brackett, for tt te s( ~ ie 5 87 
' Town of Lincoln, tax, 186 ee: 8.27 ° 
Josiah Hastings, order book? "ty w € ite aot oO 
Edwards & Kershaw, i iron safe for al? Clerk, 210 00 
Amos Carter, freight of safe, . ir 4 00 


” Horace Hews, internal revenue and postage stamps,” 
copy of Revised Statutes, recording minutes of || 


election, trunk for Collector, and other items, . 24 22 
Joel Upham, iron work, ‘ Mee. 7 et 
Alonzo S. Fiske, postage, stationery, &e. ; ; 10.80. ori gaat 
Theodore Jones, returning deaths, and other items, 2 20 = 
Brooks & Stone, for professional services, | -- : 3 00 f 
$364 58 
Appropriation, Sore, « : - $200 00 ‘ 
Additional do., . ; 7 +) bel64 58 ¥ 
LOANS. . 
Loans paid pa regen, : , Pt Pape : : $8,735 00 * 
INTEREST. | 
Sundry persons interest on loans, . . 4 as ; $800 62 
Appropriation, "4 


Additional do., 


‘Alonzo S. Fike, Assessor, 
Abijah Coburn, a 
Benjamin Peirce, “ 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, 
Alonzo S. Fiske, Selectman, 
Increase Leadbetter, Jr, “| 
Horace Hews, ee 
Estate of Nathan Hagar, for his services as School 
Committee and Town Clerk, 4 : 
James E. Keyes, care of Town-hall, 
Otis E. Hunt, as Town Clerk, 


George W. Cutting, Jr., fees as constable, , ‘ 7 80 
Horace Hews, Collector and Treasurer,  . d 140 00 
$487 41 
Appropriation, eres : . $400 00 
Additional do., ; ; : , 87 41 
| .,. DISCOUNTS. ; , 
Discounts on taxes paid prior to Oct.1, . ° . $449 93 of 
‘i e jtoJan.1,1864,  . 39 43 
$489 36 


$500 00 
10 64 


Appropriat y 
Balance un 


+ be a 


Le 


‘ Bes 
: e 
e ae 
° e & 
: 
7 , ? -~ = 
er +3 t%. «9 
. STATE TAX. $2,712 00 
COUNTY TAX. . Bias $835, 79 
7 4 
RECRUITIN G OFFICERS.* 
Recruiting volunteers, . : . ‘ : « $827 99; 
Revision of role, - ‘ , : a ; 36 00 
$363 99 
ABATEMENTS. 
Taxes abated, (Simeon W. Brown,) . - $20 80 
=S « Horace Hews, Collector, 1862, ; 97 59 
‘a oh “A 1863, A 162 48 
; ; $280 87 
- CASH ASSETS. = 
Balance in the Treasury, : i : - $59 66 3 es 
Taxes uncollected, 1861, aS ee ; ‘ 4 76 
’ “ ‘ 1362 0 we eh aie eee 27 19 
“ “ 1868, > . Sane as 4 aa 
$536 32 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY. 


Town-house. 

Six School-houses. } . 

Alms-house and eighty acres of land, with stock and tools. 
Six ploughs and scrapers, for use of Highway Surveyors. 


» VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real'Hitate, 92. wm. $542,883 00 
Personal Histaters Ene SS, aac 465800 00 


G22 


$1,008,183 00 


. ‘STATE, COUNTY AND TOWN TAX. 


Afnount ofitaxes assessedim 1868, . . « =, « » $9,966 20 
Rate per cent. $9.30 per $1,000. 
4 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


We, the subscribers, Selectmen of Weston, have examined the foregoing 
account, and find the same well vouched and rightly. cast. 


ALONZO S. FISKE, Selectmen 
INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR. 5 of Weston. 


REP 0 RT -. iad 
OF THE . 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


‘Tun Overseers of the Poor of Weston submit to the town the 
‘following se of the Expenditures and Receipts of the pauper 


establishment r the year ending March Ast, 1864. 
| ee’ RECEIPTS. | 
Cah received from sale of beef, pork and calves, . $221 10 
Oe ae hay and'straw, .  . 107.63 
| Ta buttery aptliry and eggs, 85 56 
<¢ + is wood, andsundry articles sold, 87 57 
a “¢ from labor of Superintendent, Ge, . 19 30 
i ve “City of Charlestown, . for assist- 
__ ance rendered Sarah ae 4 42 
“6 66 «Treasury, - le, a. 11084 
ot : $1,237 42. 
EXPENDITURES. | 


Cash paid Henry Wheeler, Superintendent, for one 


year’s services, rs March 1, 1864, $225 00° 


—etoum, («J 3 : F 110 00 
* forcows, - . J ; ‘ ninth 62 00 
«¢ for shoats, . . F ‘ ‘ 13 90 


‘¢ for clothing and inde : : : 45 27 
‘=. Coburn, for meat, . ; : P 86 31 
CJ. YW. Parmenter, for coal, . : ; 38 65 
eestor iabor, . .« ; , . : ; 27 37 
«¢ for manure, . ; . , . ; 40 44 
“¢ for blacksmithing, ; ; ; : 12 86 


Amount carried forward, $661 80 


, BY. 
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. .- 
Amount brought up, _- $661 80 
Cash pai for wheelwrighting, Pe > 3 “% 5 70 
‘wefor grass seed, 06 4 w wr. Sir 


: 
* 


«“ ‘for harness repairs, &e., a3: ~ : 8 28 
‘¢ for horse rake, noes ‘tools force es 
farm, ok cae ~ : ‘ 10 00 


» “% for repairs » i ps ne ‘e 44 : 4 *% 6 18 
“¢  Dr. Hunt, for medical s services, . -« 20 00 
“Ch expense ( of Wm. Fiske at Brattleboro’, 7 : - 

6 ee ~ Dek! honk 4: 
» KS City of Charlestown, peep apn : 
ohio, wife of Wm: Fiske, . ©. ~ 
“Town of Saugus, for gisstdhee a 
-. Charles A. Hobbs and family, . - Be 
ae . Town of Rehoboth, for support of children 
a of Almira Aen  S : <a 


at wt... for legal advice on account of, and removal ~ 


of children of Almira Bemis to Almshouse, 32 46 


‘¢ for assistance rendered Mrs. William Har- 
rington, ,. #. 9- | 27 T5 
‘for groceries and ty are fartitshed 
establishment, : 5 : ; : 212 86 
“Overseers, for their services, .  . : 30 00 
& i * 
ne $1,237 42 
The number of inmates now in the Almshouse is six, viz. :— 
Elias Patch, Thomas Farwell, Frank Bemis, 


William Patch, Cooper Garfield, Ella Bemis. 


All of whom, with the exception of Farwell, are ae to perform 
any labor. a 

William Fiske remains at the Insane Hospital at Brattleboro’. 
The number assisted out of the Almshouse the past year has been 
seventeen. 


Respectfully submitted by 
ALONZO 8. FISKE, ) Overseers 


MARSHAL CUTTING, $ of 
EDWARD COBURN, J the Poor. 


Balance in a. April 1, 1863, ~ 
Interest from Fund . 2 #8 AU aan gt 
Appropriation of the Town,» . ee 
Received for fines, PUM E ict Labs ES 


We have paid for books, ‘ 
<< « € for putting up extra shelves in Library, 3 00 
<< «  ~=«6 sLibrarian’s salary, . : : : 40 00 
We have now in the Treasury, . as 28 40 
Number of volumes added during the year, : - 142 
i sliaee ¢  purchased,- .» . F ‘ 114, 
Whole number of volumes now in Wrary, ‘aa 4 2,200 
Number of volumes on shelves, ready for circulation, 1,950 
hi «¢ taken out during the year, : 5,628 


Books have been donated to the library during the year, by 
Hon. Henry Wilson, Hon. Charles Sumner, Hon. Charles R. 
Train, Lewis Gourgas, Esq., Charles Jones, Esq., and Charles 
Merriam, Esq. 

Appended to the Report is the usual catalogue of books added 
during the year; and, in addition to those there named, there are 
some twenty-five or thirty Public Documents, which, on account 
of lack of room, have been stowed away, with many others, until 


such time as there is a convenient place to put them, and have 
never ‘been catalogued and prepared for circulation. — 

‘It will be noticed that the interest of the community in this 
Institittion has in no degree’ fallen. off from that of former years. 
The number of volumes given out by the librarian during the 
year is slightly in advance of last year, and has rarely, if ever, 
been exceeded. ‘Taking into ‘consideration | that the novelty of the 
thing has now completely worn off, intrinsic value is argued by 
this fact, and a thorough adaptation to the wants of the town. 

The room in which the library is at present kept, is, as is “7 
known, entirely insufficient for that purpose. It is too’ § for. 
the actual needs of the library, to say. nothing of "ci nvenience. , ts e 
Several hundred volumes—nearly one fifth part of the y 

~ number—are now piled, packed and tucked away for this re io 
and. are, in a measure, inaccessible to the Pao 


BENJAMIN F. MORRISON, . 
>... CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, pues 
NAHUM SMITH, 
March, 1864. 
- 
> 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY TREASURER. 


ee 

THE undersigned, Treasurer. of the Weston Town Library, 
herewith submi s his account of Receipts and Expenditures for 
the year ending this day. 


ee, ’ Horace Huws. 
Weston, Marcu 15, 1864. ’ 
Mn § RECEIPTS. a 
‘ 
- iid , 

April 1. Balance Rom former account, . ; E - $63 84 
Town of Weston, interest on Library Fund, : = | 9 fy OO 
Appropriation of the Town for Library, . : : 50 00 
Received of Librarian, fines, . : : : : 5 69 

$197 53 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid Crosby & Nichols, for books, . ‘ ‘ - $110 23 
“© Charles A. Brackett, for rebinding books, . 8 40 
- “& 'Thomas Groom & Co., for blank books, . : 2 

“ Calvin H. Topliff, for expenses in making pur- 
chases, and for paper for covering books, —. 4 25 
«© Express charges, i i i) re 50. 
“ A. Bruce, shelves for ees : ‘ ; 3 00 
‘© Librarian’s salary, . : / ; , ‘ 40 00 
Balance in Treasury, mr yng’ sien : ; 28 40 
$197 53 


—— 


LIBRARY FUND. 


Town of Weston, “ Merriam Fund,” . : $1,000 00 
weLH a oie Wrke Fundy”: : 4 300 00 
$1,300 00 
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REPORT ° 
OF , 


THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


steer Ese 


Ir becomes our duty to present to the Town our Annual 
Report. 

One member of this Board, Nathan Hagar, Esq., has laid aside 
the responsibilities you committed to him at the commencement of 
the year. He is not here to joi with us in the report of our 
doings for the past year. He died, after a very brief sickness, 
Nov. 14th, 1865, at the age of 57 years. Itis eleven years 
_since he was chosen upon the Board of School Visitors, and since 
then, with the exception of two years, he filled a place in the 
Committee up to the time of his decease. He was aman of few 
words in public life, but of excellent judgment, and general intel- 
ligence. He uniformly favored a liberal provision for the educa- 
tion of all classes. He gave his efforts and influence promptly 
and cheerfully for good school accommodations, good teachers and 
a sufficient expenditure to retain good teachers in our schools. 
No one was quicker to detect the qualifications and fitness of a 
teacher for a given school than he. No one formed a more cor- 
rect judgment of the condition of a school at any given time, or 
could better appreciate the difficulties a teacher might have to en- 
counter than he. In cases of disturbance in schools, arising as 
they will in every town, more or less frequently, during a period 
of ten years, he was ever prepared to meet the difhculty with wise 
and judicious counsels, and his full share of responsibility with 
firmness of action. The utmost harmony of views and counsels . 


19 


prevailed during all the time his survivors were associated with 
him in superintending the educational interests of the town. 

~ And not only upon the School Committee will his valuable ser- 
vices be missed, but in town matters generally. Since 1848 he 
has most acceptably filled the office of Town Clerk. For several 
years he was on the Boards of Assessors and Overseers of the 
Poor ; he was also upon the Committee for procuring plans and 
building the Town House, the new Alms-house and three of the 
School-houses. He has faithfully and honestly held the trusts 
which the town has committed to him, and his management in all 
its affairs has been conducted with as much attention and careful- 
ness as any private interest could have received. 

We think we may congratulate the citizens of Weston on ac- 
count of the prosperous condition of our schools. Not only for the 
past year, but for several years past their success has been indi- 
cated not less by the quietness which has prevailed in every Dis- 
trict, the harmony and kindly feeling which have subsisted between 
parents and the teachers assigned to their respective schools, and 
the mutual good understanding between parents and the Commit- 
tee, founded on an assurance, on the part of the Committee, that 
every reasonable wish of a parent in regard to his or her children, 
or in regard to the school generally, shall be duly considered ; 
that every suggestion shall receive careful attention, and on the 
part of parents that they will heartily codperate with the Commit- 
tee and teacher for the good of the school, than by the annual ex- 
aminations of the several schools. 

We deem it sufficient to give the summary of results gathered 
from repeated visits to the several schools, from the closing exam- 
inations, and from an attentive inspection of the daily record 
which is kept of every scholar. ‘The attendance the first two 
terms was very gratifying. The previous high standard for regu- 
larity and punctuality was well maintained. But during the last 
term, all the schools, with one exception, were interrupted, and 
the classes broken by the introduction of the measles into the 
schools. At once the schools lost from one-half to three-fourths 
of the scholars. One school was reduced to four scholars, and 
suspended two weeks before the term expired. Probably about 
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one hundred and twenty-five scholars have had the measles the 
past winter. The result has been not only to break up the classes 
for the time being, but also to increase very considerably the num- 
ber of tardy marks. Scholars, when they were able to return to 
school, had lost something of their ambition for punctuality as 
well as regularity. We are happy, however, to be able to add 
that the larger part have already recovered, and we trust all others 
will have recovered their usual health and vigor before the com- 
mencement of another school year, and that none of that ambition 
for punctuality and constancy will be wanting, which has given 
ours an enviable place among the schools of the Commonwealth. 
By great exertions on the part of both teachers and scholars, 


_ the final examination, notwithstanding the interruption of the 


term’s study, was very good. ‘The scholars generally have made 
constant, uniform and satisfactory progress in their studies the 
past year. The Committee note with pleasure the prominence 
which has been given in several of the schools to the exercise of 
spelling, and would commend a most thorough course in the spel- 
ling-book to every school and every class. While there were 
some specimens of most excellent reading at the examinations, 


_and marked evidences of improvement, we were led to the opin- 


ion that increased effort ought to be given to brpaiout modulation 
of voice, clearness and naturalness of articulation ; and greater life 
and animation in the exercise. pan: Sts 
The High School has had a year of almost uninte: 
perity. During the Spring Term the number of cholars was not 
so large nor the classes so numerous as to p eclude their being 
heard every day. About twenty minutes for each recitation was 
the time allotted. The scholars increased the second and third 
terms, especially the third, to a number greater than the seats 
provided for them, and the classes multiplied so that recitations 
were heard but three times a week. Now we deem it far better 
for the school to reduce the number of scholars, and to bring the 
classes within the number which shall insure a recitation daily at 
a given hour for each class. This. object will-be accomplished by ~ 
commencing the work of grading the school ; that is, by retaining 
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in the District Schools for a longer period those who are not pre-. 
pared to enter the classes in the High School. When this school 
was established, it was designed to receive all who had reached a 
certain age, whatever might be their attainments, not so much to 
relieve the crowded state of the District Schools, as to remove an 
objection to female teachers. It was urged that boys eleven years 
old and upward needed and required a male teacher. But the 


arrangement for female teachers in the District Schools proved so 


entirely successful, and the repeated instances of scholars remain- 
ing from choice under their instruction and- ‘government beyond 
the age abovementioned, led the Committee five years a go to fix 
the age at twelve instead of eleven, as heretofore. _ OW. en stated 
in our Report that scholarship should be the s dard, 1 not age, 

now it is proposed to pass by a gradual ee age to. schol- 
arship. The Committee have, erstone, wlixed nbn thirteen 3 


the standard of admission by age alone, that i is, no scholar who is 


not already a member of the school, will be admitted to the High 
School unless he has reached the age of thirteen except by exam- 
ination. Any scholar under that age, who is found by examina- 
tion to be qualified to enter the classes of the High School, shall 
be admitted whatever may be his age. 

The expecte ions and wishes of the Committee have been fully 


support ag Sia, the teachers in the tareral Districts. 
They have all rend d faithful service the past year—have loved 
their work, and performed it well. 

We have been uncommonly favored, as a town, in securing and 
retaining such an excellent corps of female teachers. Some of 
them have already devoted six or eight years of their most faithful 
and efficient service in the same school, and others three or four 
years. ‘They never have been more successful or have their la- 
bors been more highly appreciated in their respective Districts, 
than the past year. 


>. 
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The sum granted for schools, was ; . . $1,700 00 
Received from the State School Fund, . : . 47 77 


Paid Mr. Benjamin I’. Morrison, - ; : $500 00 
“¢ Miss Emily A. Weston, . : ; 2 180 00 
‘¢ Miss H. Maria Jones, : : : : 180 00 
‘6 Miss Caroline A. Bruce, . : ; ; 60 00 
‘¢ Miss Emma Brown, . : , : ; 107 00 
“© Miss Annie D. Partridge, . ; : ; 175 00 
‘¢ Miss Charlotte 8. Coburn, . ; ; - 55 00 
‘¢ ~Miss Mary C. Fiske, . : : ; ; 107 00 
‘¢ Miss Ellen M. Hoar, . : ’ , 3 180 00 
«< for care of rooms, " : : : : 57 00 
KC stor Fuels 4 4 ‘ ; ‘ : 146 77 


The number of persons between the ages of five and : 
fifteen years was, May Ist, 1863, _ . : 239 


Whole number of scholars in school First Term, was 237 
es es RS “¢ Second Term, ‘ 227 
ee RS sf CoThird Derm, 244 
wars average attendance in the High School, 43 
“6 ‘ in school No. 1, i‘ 28 - 
66 14 6¢ ce No. 2 6é 94 
6 66 66 66 No. 3, , cet 16 
Or ea “ “- No.4, ae 36 
bt ne: 66 “ No. 5, “6 . . ‘47 
ccm st 66 66 No. 6, 9 ce 24 


The percentage of attendance for the year stands as follows :— 
In the High School it was 92; No. 2,89; No. 1,85; No. 5,84; 
No. 8, 83; No. 6,82; No. 4,80. The percentage of attend- 


ance is designed to exhibit the daily attendance, as compared with 


the average whole number of scholars. And that the schools may 


be compared one with another in this respect, it is desirable that 
all teachers should be governed by the same rule. From the 


records before us, we judge that they are not so governed at 
present. Scholars are not counted as such, of course, till they 
actually attend school, and cease to be members when they leave 
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before the term closes. But if during the term they are absent 
from sickness or any other cause, two, four, or six weeks continu- 
ously, should they be considered members of the school during 
their absence, or not? Some teachers would count them and 
some would omit their names; for the sake of uniformity, it is pro- 
posed that if scholars are absent continuously two weeks or more, 


_ their names should be thrown out for the time they are thus con- 


tinuously absent, in getting the average whole number of scholars, 
from which, as compared with the daily average attendance, the 
percentage is obtained. 

Twenty-five scholars have had perfect attendance for a single 
term, four only, two terms, and no one has been reported as hav- 
ing gone through the year without losing a day. The whole num- 
ber of times scholars have been tardy, is 635. School No. 4 has 
had the least number of tardy marks, in proportion to its num- 


bers, of any, and school No. 8 the largest number. School No. 


4 has had about 1 for each scholar; No. 1 about 14; No. 5, 13; 
No. 2, 24; High School 3; No. 6,4; No. 3, 63. 


RULES OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The following Rules have been adopted by the School Worn 
mittee for the present year, and teachers are expected care: 
to observe them. *. 


«ff nee 
Rute 1. The holidays appointed by the State shall be observed by the 
schools as such, namely, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving day, Christmas day, 


Washington’s birthday, Fast day, and the old Election day, the last MW gd 


nesday in May. No other days shall be taken as holidays, except by specia 


permission of the School Committee. ae 


Rute 2. All teachers shall punctually observe the hours appointed for 
opening and closing the schools, and no more than three minutes shall be 
allowed for scholars to assemble, after the appointed hour. Provided, that 
this rule shall not be so construed, as to prevent the teacher from the judi- 
cious exercise of the right to detain a pupif for a reasonable time, after the 
regular hour of dismissing school, either for the purpose of discipline, or to 
make up neglected lessons. 
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Rue 8. Teachersare required to be present at least TEN MINUTES before 
the time prescribed for commencing school. It shall also be their duty to 
give attention to the temperature and ventilation of the school-rooms, and 
give such instructions to the persons having charge of the rooms, as may be 
necessary in regard to the fires and cleanliness of the rooms; and also to 
report to the Committee any damage that may have been done to the room 
or furniture, and the name of the delinquent person, if known. 


Rute 4. The morning exercises of all the schools shall commence with ° 


reading a portion of the Scriptures in the common version, to be followed 
by prayer, either the Lorp’s PRAYER, or such suitable form as the teacher 
may adopt. 


Rutx 5. Teachers shall be required to fill out the registers each week, 
and if report cards are furnished, to send them, each week, to the parents 
of the scholars, who are requested to fill the column of absences, that if 
there has been any truancy, it may be detected. 


Rue 6. Teachers are not to depend on the report which scholars may 
give of their studies or deportment; but keep a separate and distinct ac- 
count themselves. 


Rute 7. Teachers shall aim at such discipline in their schools as would 
be exercised by a kind, judicious parent in his family ; and ahall avoid cor- 
poreal punishment in all cases where good order can be preserved by milder 
means; but if, in the judgment of the teacher, for the good of the scholar 
or the school, it becomes necessary to inflict corporeal punishment, the 
teacher shall report to the Committee, at the first opportunity after the 
case, and the necessity for the punishment. 


Rute 8. At least twenty minutes a day, four times a week, shall be de- 
voted to writing. 
Rue 9. Teachers shall not be allowed to advance their classes from one 
book to another without consulting the Committee. 


Rue 10. In cases where children fail to be supplied with books, a 
written notice of the book or books needed, shall be sent to the parent or 
guardian of the scholar; and after a suitable time, the teacher, if the scholar 
is still without books, shall send a similar notice to the Committee, who will 
furnish books, according to the provision of the statute. 


Rute 11. The boundaries of the several schools shall remain the same 
as before the districts were dissolved. 


CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, 
EDWIN HOBBS, Bass: ) 
ISAAC COBURN, ommittee, 


ADDITIONS TO THE WESTON TOWN LIBRARY. 


AGRICULTURE. 

Fruits of the Field and Garden. 8vo, --+++s+++esee see eeer cece 2824 

The Resources of California. J. S. Hittell. 12mo,-----+---+++-- 2825 

The Horse in the Stable and in the Field. 8vo,---+++-+++-+eeeeeee 2826 

My Farm of Edgewood. Ik Marvel. 12mo,--+--+-+++-+-e+++--- 2827 

Natural Laws of Husbandry. J. Von Liebig. 12mo,---------+-- 2828 
{ BIOGRAPHY. 

Memoirs of Frelinghuysen. T.W. Chambers. 12mo,-------+-:> 1196 
Life of Stonewall Jackson. 12mo,-+-+-+--++sseesseeseeeeenceens 1198 
Life and Letters of Washington Irving. P.M. Irving. 4 vols. 

ee 6} 1 :\ i 1193-4-—7 & 4500 
Gen. B. F. Butler in New Orleans. J. Parton. 12mo,--+-----+-- 366 
Life of Toussaint L’Ouverture. 12m0,-++-++++eseec seer rece eee 1199 
Life of W. H. Prescott. Ticknor. 8v0,---+--+essseeereesrerces 4501 

EDUCATIONAL. 
Methods of Study in Natural History. L. Agassiz. 12mo,-------: 3121 
Helps to Education. W. Burton. 12mo,--++---+2+eseeeseeeeeee 3122 
Geographical Studies. Carl Ritter. 12mo,-+++++-++++eeeeeeeess 3123 
The Science of Language. Max Miiller,----+--++++-+-----s+-e 3120 
FICTION. 
Our Old Home. N. Hawthorn. 12mo,-------> pace e cece ecees 8577 
Austin Elliot. H. Kinsley. 12mo,-+-++-+++reeeeseeeee ee eeecece 3580 
The Ring of Amasis. Bulwer. 12m0,-+++++++s+eserereeeeeeres 3576 
The Amber Gods, and other Tales. H. Prescott. 12mo,---+----- 3578 
The Old Helmet. 2 v. L2M0, - reece teeter eee eee eee e cece nes 3588~—9 
The Rejected Wife.- A. S. Stephens. 12mo,--+++-+--++++++e-s 8582 
The Fatal Marriage. Mrs. Southworth. 12mo,----+------ tenes 8575 
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The Round-about Papers. Thackeray. 12mo,----++-++-++-+++++ 3581 
Hannah Thurston. Bayard Taylor. 12mo,--+++-+++++ s+eeees 3583 
Queen Mab. J. Kavanagh. 12mo, ---+++-++ eee eee cree enews 3587 
The Household Angel in Disguise. ~ Mrs. Leslie. 12mo,--+----- we 8585 
Twice Lost, elohe © wile! etete lols le ¢ ie 10 \eheleesal es) «(oli ile le! bin sla) d ie ‘che ls # elec pannamean 8584 
English Tales and Sketches. Mrs. Crosland. 12mo,------+----+-- 3586 
Light. H.Modet. 12mo,-----+ jsbingd. +). . ved. De an 3590 
Right at Last. Mrs. Gaskell. 12mo,---++++++++-+seee esse eens 3591 
The Wrecker’s Daughter. C. P. Ilsley. 12mo,-----++--+-+ tenes 3592 
Now-a-days. L.J. Curtis. 12mo, +--+ ++ esse cree cee eee eee 3593 
Leaves from a Bachelor’s Book of Life. F. Copeutt. 12mi0,--- ++ 3594 
» Lock Amsden ; or the Schoolmaster.” 12mo,---++++-++++++e+se20s 3595 
¢ Marion Grey. --M.:J« Holmes.» :12mo, + 0++-++.+> +i le > sie 3596 
The Old Homestead. A. S. Stephens. 12mo,--+-++++++++eseeees 3597 
Frank Warrington.» 12m0,°++++ +++ sence ee eentitle ne eeenenseaes 3598 
Lieut. Colburn; or The Disinheritcd. M.H. Sawyer. 12mo,---- 8602 
Round the Block. 12mo0, --++++ +s eee e eee e teen eee e enews % 3599 
Peculiar; a Tale of the Great Transition. E. Sargent. 12mo,---- 3600 
/Cudjo’s Cave. J. Trowbridge. 12mo,+---++-+++++ secre eee e eens 3601 
Guy Fawkes. W.H. Ainsworth. 8vo,------ tee tee eee e eee e eens 3574 
Glimpses of the World. Miss Sewell. 12mo,--+-+-+++++++++++-00. 3604 

Chronicles of the Schonberg Cotta Family. 12mo,-------+-+++-+-. 3603 

Lily. 12m0, veces sees sence ence eee enter eee e eee e ewe eee ees 3605 - 

HISTORY. 


D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation in Europe. 2-v. 12mo,---2547-8 


Charles, the Bold. Kirk. 2 v. 8v0,.--++++s secs e creer eee eeeeees 367-8 
JUVENILE. 

The Pioneer Boy. Thayer. LGMO,+ sete eee eee etter eee e eens 2261 
The Old Horse Shoe. 16M0,+ +e eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee eee ee ene 9262 
Spectacles for Young Eyes. St. Petersburg. 16mo,-----+---+---- 2266 
The Playmate. 12M0,+- secrete cere ene e ewe erence tree eeeeenes 9264 
.The Wild Man of the West. R.M. Ballantyne. 16mo,--------- 226. 
Peter Parley’s Own Story. 8. G. Goodrich. 16mo,----+--++++-+. 2273 
Adventures of Dick Onslow. W.H.G. Kingston. 16mo,-------- 2267 
Harry’s Vacation. W. C. Richards. 16mo, +++++++++++eeseeeees 2269 
Spectacles for Young Eyes, Pekin. S. W. Lander. 16mo,------- 2272 
The Mill Agent. 16mo, ------ Fo-Pagtaiteebs «ost a blae vt tae eee 2274 
Up the Ladder. M. Leslie. 16M0,+ sss reer creer rere eee eeenes a “OOM 
The Little Haymakers, and other Tales. 16mo,-.--++++++++++++s 2265 


Indoor Pastimes,:++-++++- bel S elsicieiaieie-a caesee oe elec te sine sicisle Oe ove * 2966 
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The Red Eric. R. M. Ballantyne. 16mo,---+---+s¢+e++eeeeeee 2276 
The Sister’s Abroad. B. H. Channing, 16mo,----- beeen eens 2277 
Dick Rodney ; or The Adventures of an Eton Boy. James Grant. 

NEEM SS hoch L.. <eldiaia Lg ahha! eval phere ih 0-0 biecoril « flit ip 2278 
Marmaduke Merry, the Midshipman. W. H. G. Kingston. 16mo, 2279 
Child’s Book of Common Things. W. Hooker. 16mo,++-++--+-- 2280 

_Ahe Boyhood of Martin Luther. H. Mayhew. 16mo,----++-++++> 2281 

_ Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. 16mo,-+-+++++e-+ee sees nese 2282 
Jerry; or The Sailor Boy Ashore. W. Simonds. 16mo,----+-+-- 2283 
Keep a Good Heart. 16mo, Me shopute yaswase decease ureters ¥ oaheieudid’s stoi sh) «! s-aNe 2284 . 
Traditions of Palestime. 16mo,- +--+ +++ -++ssee erence cece eens 2285 
Mr. Wind and Madam Rain. P. D. Musset. 16mo,:+-+-+++-++--++-- 2286 
De Orit --1.GM0, © «a2 oe aS Fos am erlndd vtedhe + eerie 2987 

EE PETG ING, $= =~ = 6 AE Se + cite esol tin WWs ole = « hereleiniergies ds 2288 
Geitraband’ Christmas: 16m0,+ +--+ 0c w nme lenehlee sivinm ne ges 2989 
Little Annie. 0s) 00(0 i ec 9290 
Walter’s Tour in the East. D.C. Eddy: 16mo,---+++++++++++++- 2291 
Days and Nights on the Battle Field. Carleton. 16mo,---+------- 2292 
The Farmer Boy. 1GM0,- +e ee eee ee cee eee emer eee eens 9293 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Xk Leaves from the Diary of an Army Surgeon. T. T. Ellis. 12mo,-- 1572 


Soundings from the Atlantic. O. W. Holmes. 12mo,---+-+-++++> 1574 
Gala Days. Gail Hamilton. 12mo,-------++++- sees see eeeeees 1576 
Reminiscences of Amherst College. E. Hitchcock. 12mo,-------- 1577 
The Gentleman. G. H. Calvert. 12mo,---+-++++s+e ee eeeeeeneee yO es go 
YY Home Life. J. IF. W. Ware. 12mo,---+-++++-+++:- weber e ee ee eee 1570 
* Thoughts of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. 12mo,- sees 1571 
The Old Merchants of New York City. 2d series. W. Barrett. 

i BSS Sees ee eee teen eee e ene eee eeereees 1578 
Letters to the Joneses. Dr. Holland. .12mo,----+-+---+++-eeeee, 1575 
Hints for the Nursery. ©. A. Hopkinson. 12mo,:--+--+-++++-+++. 1579 
Dreamthorp. A. Smith. 12mo,--+++++++seseeee eee eeeeeceeees 1580 
Papers for Thoughtful Girls. S. Tyler. 12mo,--+-+--++ ++++++-+- 1581 
Dream Life. D. G. Mitchell. 16mo,--+---+e+-see eee eeeeceeeee 3579 

RELIGIOUS. 
Freedom and War. H. W. Beecher. 12mo, -+++++++-+++s++eeees 2548 
The Astronomy of the Bible. O.M. Mitchell. 12mo, ------++--- 2549 
The Headship of Christ. H. Miller. 12mo,--++-++-++++++++-++: 2550 
Death and Life. M.G. Ware. 16mo, --+-++esertr eerste eees 2551 


The Mercy Seat; or Thoughts on Prayer. A.C. Thompson. 12mo, 2552 
Selections from the Works of Jeremy Taylor. 12mo,--++++-----+- 25538 


POETRY. | 


iy isy’ my \ PS cae ae Rose + : f J iat a é » : ae 
ast Pocua® Mrs, “owning. 12mo0,-*----++.+++ eeee eee 


ep at ae Poems of 9. Wes. UBMO,ere ey cr FF me: ait stom 
Rate Sais n! Bi: Jobsaid. Rox \. Kozturn. “12m, +++ +s ss ve eee eee 

com, In War Time ; ai other Poems. J. em Whitten. 12mo, 
 /The: Wayside Tin, p ELS WY. Longfellow. 12mo, + eee 


: iy $ ~ Poems. | Jean Ingelow. 12mo, - ca Bs see ee) fears tage 
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